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Away with thought! Back into the shades of pre-
judice, lest property, morals, and war should be
endangered! Better that man should be stupid,
slothful, and oppressive than that their thoughts
should be free. For if their thoughts were free they
might not think as they do. And at all costs this
disaster must be averted." So the opponents of
thought argue in the unconscious depths of their
souls. And so they act in their churches, their schools,
and their universities.

No institution inspired by fear can further life,
Hope, not fear, is the creative principle in human affairs,
. . , The wish to preserve the past rather than the
hope of creating the future dominates the minds of
those who control the teaching of the young, . , .
Education should not aim at a passive awareness of
dead facts, but at an activity directed towards the
world that our efforts are to create. It should be
inspired, not by a regretful hankering after the
extinct beauties of Greece and the Renaissance, but
by a shining vision of the society that is to be, of
the triumphs that thought will achieve in the time
to come, and of the ever-widening horizon of man's
survey over the universe. Those who are taught in
this spirit will be filled with life and hope and joy,
able to bear their part in bringing to mankind a future
less sombre than the past, with faith in the glory that
Jiuman effort can create.

I have given these long extracts in order
to show how one of the foremost English
tlmkers of the age, a man typical of what
is best in English thought, feels in this